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Claims 

1. A thermal transfer material, comprising a thermal 
transfer sheet comprising a photothermal conversion layer for 
converting a laser beam into heat, and a thermal transfer layer 
comprising a pigment, and a thermoplastic resin disposed on 
a support in order, and an image-receiving sheet comprising 
a cushion layer, and an image-receiving layer disposed on the 
support in order arranged in a superimposing manner such that 
a face of the thermal transfer layer and a face of the 
image-receiving layer are allowed to contact with each other, 
for use in forming a transfer image on the image-receiving sheet 
by the steps comprising: 

irradiating a laser beam on the thermal transfer sheets- 
separating the thermal transfer sheet from the 
image-receiving sheet; and 

transferring the thermal transfer layer in a 
laser-irradiated region into the image receiving layer, 

the thermal transfer material being characterized by 
satisfying relations among Fl, F2, and F3 represented by the 
formulas F1>F2 and Fl-F3>0.3 g/cm, 
wherein 

1) Fl represents peel strength between the cushion layer 
and the image-receiving layer of the image-receiving sheet; 



2) F2 represents peel strength between the thermal 
transfer layer of the thermal transfer sheet in a 
laser-non-irradiated region and the image-receiving layer of 
the image-receiving sheet; and 

3) F3 represents peel strength between the photothermal 
conversion layer of the thermal transfer sheet in the 
laser-irradiated region and the thermal transfer layer. 
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